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responsible, are throwing the responsibility of the
policy to which they seem resigned.    In itself this
would always be a serious evil.   But, over and above
general objections, is the Committee in the least fitted
to assume this responsibility?    By no means, for it
contains political parties and interests quite diver-
gent, whose sole anxiety is to profit by everything
which happens.   Examine what is going on in this
Committee, the too faithful image of the Chamber.
There is no doubt a majority which might seize on
the inquiry and direct it to the profit of the Republic.
But, in reality, the majority, as well as the Ministry,
obeys and does not command.    It is at the mercy
of the minority, which is trying to exploit this inquiry
only against the Republic.    This minority, sometimes
even one or two rather resolute members, have only
to accuse with loud voice their Republican colleagues
of wishing to smother the light, in order to terrorise
them immediately, and to make them take a road
which they would not wish to travel.   Thus one needs
no magnifying-glass to see what we shall call the
most effective of tyrannies of the minority over the
general policy of the country.   The minority, indeed,
drags with it the entire Chamber, which drags the
Ministry.   Where can such a Government and such
a majority, bound had and foot by their most deadly
foes, be said to be going? "
On December i5th there was another stormy debate
in the Chamber, when a Bill was discussed authorising
the grant to the Panama Committee of judicial powers
which it had not hitherto possessed. M. Brisson,